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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for use of a Global System of Mobile Communi-
cation (GSM) and Universal Mobile Telecommunication
System (UMTS) (GSM/UMTS) mobile communication net-
work by a user equipment attached to a core network of an
Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication net-
work, the use of the GSM/UMTS mobile communication
network being the result of a fallback operation, includes,
prior to an invocation of a service that triggers the fallback
operation: performing an updating operation regarding
assignment of a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving
Mobile Switching Center (MSC) to the user equipment; and/
or performing, autonomously by the user equipment, a mea-
surement operation regarding a current General Packet Radio
System (GPRS)YEDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN) or
UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN) (GE-
RAN/UTRAN) radio environment in order to identify poten-
tial CSFB target cells of the user equipment.
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1
METHOD FOR THE USE OF A GSM/UMTS
MOBILE COMMUNICATION NETWORK BY
A USER EQUIPMENT ATTACHED TO A
CORE NETWORK OF AN EVOLVED PACKET
SYSTEM (EPS) MOBILE COMMUNICATION
NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Phase application under
35 US.C. §371 of International Application No. PCT/
EP2012/000350, filed on Jan. 26, 2012, and claims benefit to
European Patent Application No. EP 11000654.1, filed on
Jan. 27, 2011, and to U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/436,693, filed on Jan. 27, 2011. The International Appli-
cation was published in English on Aug. 2, 2012 as WO
2012/100946 A2 under PCT Article 21(2).

FIELD

The present invention relates inter alia to a method for the
use of a GSM/UMTS mobile communication network by a
User Equipment attached to a core network of an Evolved
Packet System (EPS) mobile communication network.

BACKGROUND

The third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) has spe-
cific functions for Evolved Packet System (EPS) networks
and devices that allow them to use the traditional Circuit
Switched (CS) services that are offered by Global System of
Mobile Communication (GSM) and Universal Mobile Tele-
communication System (UMTS) networks.

The motivation for this feature is that Circuit Switched
(CS) services, such as today’s voice and SMS services, are
not available on the Evolved Packet System (EPS) due to the
fact that Evolved Packet System (EPS) offers Packet
Switched (PS) services only.

Hence functionality is needed to allow Evolved Packet
System (EPS) terminals—while registered with the Evolved
Packet System (EPS)—the use of GSM/UMTS Circuit
Switched (CS) services in case there is no equivalent service
available on the Evolved Packet System (EPS) network. For
example, in the absence of a native “Voice-over-LTE” solu-
tion on the serving EPS network (or in case the terminal (or
User Equipment) chooses for other reasons, such as its voice
configuration, not to use the Evolved Packet System (EPS)),
terminals may request the registration for Circuit Switched
(CS) services via the Evolved Packet System (EPS), whereby
the terminal is registered on the Circuit Switched (CS)
domain of a GSM/UMTS mobile communication network
(i.e. with a Mobile Switching Center (MSC) on the GSM/
UMTS Circuit Switched (CS) domain) by the Evolved Packet
System (EPS). Subsequently, the terminals may use the ser-
vices offered by the Circuit Switched (CS) domain while they
continue to be registered in the Evolved Packet System (EPS).
In order to do this, the terminal tunes (from its serving cell in
the Evolved Packet System (EPS)) to a GERAN (GPRS/
EDGE radio access network) or UTRAN (UMTS Terrestrial
radio access network) cell of a CS-enabled network when a
CS service is invoked. This functionality is called Circuit
Switched Fallback (CSFB) and is specified in Third Genera-
tion Partnership Project (3GPP) TS 23.272, e.g. in Version
9.5.0 of September 2010.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

Circuit Switched (CS) refers to a domain of the GSM/
UMTS mobile communication network whereby services are
delivered via dedicated circuits.
Packet Switched (PS) refers to a network domain where
services are delivered using statistical multiplexing of “pack-
ets”, whereby packets are segments of the service data. It
exists in Global System of Mobile Communication (GSM),
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS) and
Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication net-
work.
Global System of Mobile Communication (GSM) refers to
the 2G network as defined by the Third Generation Partner-
ship Project (3GPP). Its radio access is termed GERAN.
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS)
refers to the 3G network as defined by the Third Generation
Partnership Project (3GPP). Its radio access is termed
UTRAN.
Evolved Packet System (EPS) refers to the 4G network as
defined by the Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).
Its radio access is termed E-UTRAN.
General Packet Radio System (GPRS) refers to the Packet
Switched (PS) part (or domain) of Global System of Mobile
Communication (GSM) and Universal Mobile Telecommu-
nication System (UMTS) mobile communication networks.
According to ETSI TR 21.905 V8.8.0, the term MME
stands for Mobile Management Entity; according to
TS23.401, V8.6.0 this term stands for Mobility Management
Entity; hereinafter, the term Mobility Management Entity is
used.
In order to use services offered by a particular network
domain, terminals (or User Equipments) must be registered
with (“attached” to) that domain. Terminals may be attached
to a single domain of the network only, i.e. just the EPS, or,
while in GSM/UMTS, just the CS domain or just the PS
domain. Alternatively, terminals may be attached to two
domains; i.e. in EPS, they may be simultaneously attached to
the EPS and the CS domain of the GSM/UMTS network; in
GSM/UMTS, they may be simultaneously attached to the CS
domain and the PS domain of the GSM/UMTS network.
For each network domain that the terminal (or User Equip-
ment) is attached to, mobility management functions are nec-
essary to cater for the movement of the terminals. These
functions comprise, inter alia, the assignment of a “location
identity” in each of the domains, and a serving node within
the domain that serves the location represented by the loca-
tion identity, as follows:
in the CS domain of the GSM/UMTS network, a Location
Area Identity (LAI) and a serving Mobile Switching
Center (MSC) are assigned;

in the PS domain of the GSM/UMTS network, a Routing
Area Identity (RAI) and a Serving GPRS Support Node
(SGSN) are assigned;

in the EPS, a list of one or more Tracking Area Identities
(TAI list) and a serving Mobility Management Entity
(MME) are assigned.

Terminals (or User Equipments) detect their LAI/RAI/TAI
from information broadcast by their serving cell, whereby a
GERAN or UTRAN cell may broadcasta LAland a RAI, and
an E-UTRAN cell may broadcast a TAI. Network planning
must ensure that the serving cell that broadcasts a given
LAVRAVTAI is connected with a MSC/SGSN/MME that is
configured to host this Location Area/Routing Area/Tracking
Area. Appropriate signaling between the terminal (or User
Equipment) and the network is in place for performing
updates of the assigned LAI/RAI/TAI list when the terminal
moves into a serving cell that broadcasts a LAI/RAI/TAI that
is different to its current assignment.
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When the terminal is idle, changes of the Location Area/
Routing Area/Tracking Area are notified to the network; such
that:

a Location Area Update (LAU) towards the MSC is
invoked when the terminal moves into a new GERAN/
UTRAN serving cell that broadcasts a different LAI
than the one currently assigned to the terminal;

a Routing Area Update (RAU) towards the SGSN is
invoked when the terminal moves into a new GERAN/
UTRAN serving cell that broadcasts a different RAI
than the one currently assigned to the terminal;

a Tracking Area Update (TAU) towards the MME is
invoked when the terminal moves into a new E-UTRAN
serving cell that broadcasts a TAI that is not within the
list of TATs currently assigned to the terminal.

Furthermore, when there is no need for the terminal to signal
a change of LAI/RAI/TAI to the network (e.g. due to not
moving out of its current assignment), the terminal may
invoke the appropriate updating procedure based on period-
icity timers provided by the network. If the terminal is regis-
tered to two domains as described above (“Alternatively, ter-
minals may be attached to two domains . . . ), it may use
“combined” procedures whereby, as appropriate, either the
RAI or the LAI or both can be updated by sending a “com-
bined RAU/LAU” request to the SGSN when the terminal is
in GSM/UMTS, or either the TAI list or the LAI or both can
be updated by sending a “combined TAU/LLAU” request
towards the MME when the terminal is in the EPS. Combined
procedures are always used in the case of terminals that are
simultaneously EPS/IMSI-attached, while the use of indi-
vidual or combined procedures depends on network configu-
ration in the case of terminals that are simultaneously IMSI/
GPRS-attached.

The updating procedures described above are used by ter-
minals that are attached to the corresponding domain(s). In
order to become attached to a domain, similar procedures are
available (“IMSI Attach”, “GPRS Attach”, “EPS Attach”™).
Simultaneous attachment to two domains (as described
above) can be achieved by “Combined IMSI/GPRS Attach”
or “Combined EPS/IMSI Attach”.

In contrast to LAI/RAI/TAI changes—which are always
signaled when the terminal is idle and may be signaled when
the terminal is active—changes of the GERAN/UTRAN/E-
UTRAN serving cell are only notified to the network when
the terminal is “active” (e.g. engaged in a voice call in the CS
domain, or in data communication in the PS domain).

In line with the above, as a prerequisite to using the CS
domain of the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network
by means of Circuit Switched Fallback, terminals in EPS
must register on the CS domain (“IMSI attach”) in addition to
being registered with the EPS (“EPS Attach™). Since the
terminal (or User Equipment) is in EPS (and hence served by
an E-UTRAN cell), requests by the terminals (or User Equip-
ments) for registration on the CS-domain are sent to the
Mobility Management Entity (MME) and then relayed by the
Mobility Management Entity (MME) towards the Mobile
Switching Center (MSC) via the SGs interface between the
Mobility Management Entity (MME) and the Mobile Switch-
ing Center (MSC). This registration on the CS domain for
terminals in EPS can thereby occur as follows:

when the terminal (or User Equipment) registers with the
EPS (i.e. performs an “EPS attach™): In this case, the
terminal (or User Equipment) performs a “Combined
Attach” as described above (“Simultaneous attachment
to two domains (as described above) can be achieved
by ...”)that results in both EPS and IMSI attachment of
the terminal or User Equipment;
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at a later stage after an EPS attachment: In this case, the
terminal performs a “Combined Tracking Area Update”
that includes the request (by the User Equipment) to
become IMSI attached.

As described above, the Tracking Area Update (TAU) is the
normal location updating procedure in EPS, equivalent to,
e.g., Location Area Update (LAU) in the Circuit Switched
(CS) domain, or Routing Area Update (RAU) in the Packet
Switched (PS) domain of GSM/UMTS mobile communica-
tion networks. In the context of Circuit Switched Fallback
(CSFB), the “combined” variant of the TAU is used to indi-
cate that it applies to both EPS and IMSI attachment of the
terminal. Furthermore, as explained in the preceding para-
graph, Combined TAU can be used solely to request IMSI
attachment by a terminal (or User Equipment) that is already
EPS attached.

While the terminal (or User Equipment) is IMSI attached,
a serving Mobile Switching Center (MSC), and a Location
Area (LA) “within” that Mobile Switching Center (MSC),
must be assigned to the terminal (or User Equipment). This
requirement applies regardless of whether:

the terminal is in GSM/UMTS and only attached to the CS

domain; or

the terminal is in GSM/UMTS and attached to both the CS

domain and the PS domain; or

the terminal is in the EPS and is “combined-attached” to

both the EPS and the CS domain of the GSM/UMTS
network.
However, it is very different how this assignment is per-
formed and maintained for IMSI-attached terminals in EPS
(i.e. those that want to make use of CSFB) and IMSI-attached
terminals in GSM/UMTS, as further described below.

When the terminal (or User Equipment) is in a GSM/
UMTS mobile communication network, it communicates via
a GERAN or UTRAN serving cell for access to both the CS
domain and the PS domain. Its Location Area and its Routing
Area equate to the LAI/RAI that are broadcast in that serving
cell (in other words, the Location Area (LLA) and the Routing
Area (RA) of the User Equipment is the Location Area (LA)
and the Routing Area (RA) of which the serving GERAN/
UTRAN cell is a member), and the Mobile Switching Center
(MSC)/SGSN are determined based on network topology
(i.e. a Mobile Switching Center (MSC)/SGSN is used that
hosts the terminal’s serving cell for the CS domain and the PS
domain, respectively).

When the terminal (or User Equipment) is in the Evolved
Packet System (EPS), it communicates via an E-UTRAN
serving cell for access to the PS domain, and needs to switch
to a GERAN/UTRAN cell when CSFB is invoked. This
means that there is no serving GERAN/UTRAN cell for such
a terminal in EPS and hence no LAI can be derived from the
GERAN/UTRAN cells. Therefore, when the terminal signals
to the MME that it wishes to become IMSI attached, the
assignment of the Location Area in the Circuit Switched (CS)
network and the selection of the appropriate Mobile Switch-
ing Center (MSC) (i.e. a Mobile Switching Center (MSC) that
hosts this Location Area), is performed by the Mobility Man-
agement Entity (MME) based on local configuration, taking
into account, e.g., the terminal’s current Tracking Area in the
Evolved Packet System (EPS) and its current serving E-UT-
RAN cell. In order to cater for the movement of the terminal,
anew Location Area (LA) and if applicable—i.e. in case that
the new Location Area (LLA) belongs to another Mobile
Switching Center (MSC)—a new Mobile Switching Center
(MSC) may be selected by the Mobility Management Entity
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(MME), and assigned to the terminal, when the terminal
signals a combined Tracking Area/Location Area Update
towards the MME.

The triggers for sending a combined TAU/LAU are speci-
fiedin 3GPP TS 24.301 and are independent ofthe LAl of any
overlapping GSM/UMTS cell, which could serve as a poten-
tial CSFB target cell. While the terminal moves within the
EPS (i.e. uses a E-UTRAN serving cell), a (combined) TAU
(/LAU) is typically signaled when the UE moves into a new
E-UTRAN serving cell whose TAI is not in the terminal’s
current TAI list, or—in the absence of any such mobility-
caused TAU—when a periodic TAU timer provided by the
network expires. Consequently, assignment of a LAl and
serving MSC to the terminal does not take into account the
(change of) LAI and hosting MSC of potential CSFB target
cells in GERAN/UTRAN; rather, it is solely based on EPS
network location information and associated updating trig-
gers.

In the context of 3GPP Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB),
terminals (or User Equipments) may attach to the Circuit
Switched (CS) domain for SMS only, or for all services
offered by the Circuit Switched (CS) domain of the GSM/
UMTS network:

Circuit Switched (CS) domain registration for SMS only
(“SMS over SGs”): In this case, the terminal may send
and receive SMS messages while it stays on the E-UT-
RAN radio access, whereby the messages will be trans-
ferred via the Mobile Switching Center (MSC); i.e.
mobile originating messages will be sent by the terminal
(or User Equipment) via E-UTRAN to the Mobility
Management Entity (MME), which will pass them on to
the Mobile Switching Center (MSC) via SGs, and the
Mobile Switching Center (MSC) then passes them fur-
ther on towards the Short Message Service Center
(SMSC) as in the traditional GSM/UMTS CS-based
SMS service. The inverted sequence (i.e. Short Message
Service Center (SMSC)—Mobile Switching Center
(MSC)—Mobility Management Entity (MME)—E-
UTRAN—Terminal/User Equipment) takes place for
mobile terminated SMS. In this mode of operation, the
terminal (or User Equipment) always stays in E-UT-
RAN, i.e. it does not perform a fallback to a GERAN/
UTRAN cell. Consequently, the choice of Mobile
Switching Center (MSC) and Location Area (LA) is not
relevant for the execution of the service (it is only rel-
evant when the terminal (or User Equipment) moves
between E-UTRAN coverage and GERAN/UTRAN
coverage). This mode of operation is not relevant in the
context of the present invention.

Circuit Switched (CS) domain registration for all Circuit
Switched (CS) services: In this case the terminal will use
SMS as described above, but for all other Circuit
Switched (CS) services, the terminal or User Equipment
performs a “fallback” to a radio access of the CS
domain, i.e. a GERAN or an UTRAN cell. When a
fallback is necessary, i.e. a Circuit Switched (CS) ser-
vice other than SMS is invoked, a suitable GERAN or
UTRAN target cell for the fallback is chosen by the
Evolved Packet System (EPS) network, and the terminal
is then commanded to tune to that (target) cell for the
execution of the Circuit Switched (CS) service. In this
mode of operation, it is highly beneficial for the service
execution that the target cell of the fallback is within the
Location Area (LA) that is currently assigned to the User
Equipment, and that this actual Location Area (LA) (i.e.
the one of the target cell)—and hence the target cell—is
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6
served by the Mobile Switching Center (MSC) currently
assigned to the User Equipment.

The Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB) operation as speci-
fied according to the Third Generation Partnership Project
(3GPP) has a number of drawbacks.

Lack of Location Area/serving Mobile Switching Center
(MSC) awareness when assigning LAC and MSC to the ter-
minal:

As described, the Mobility Management Entity (MME)
assigns the Location Area (LA) and the Mobile Switching
Center (MSC) to the Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB) ter-
minal (or User Equipment). The selection of the Location
Area Code (LAC) and the Mobile Switching Center (MSC)
can only occur when the terminal becomes registered on the
Circuit Switched (CS) domain via the MME, or when it
performs a (combined) Tracking Area Update (TAU) (the
triggers for TAU are specified in 3GPP standards). However,
no information of the topology of the overlapping GSM/
UMTS mobile communication network—especially the LAI
and the hosting MSC of neighboring GERAN/UTRAN cells
that would be potential CSFB target cells—is available when
the selection is made. Rather, the choice of the Location Area
Code (LAC) and Mobile Switching Center (MSC) in the
GSM/UMTS Circuit Switched (CS) domain has to be based
on EPS/E-UTRAN related location information of the termi-
nal, i.e. Tracking Area identity and E-UTRAN serving cell
identity.

Both the identity of the Tracking Area (TA) signaled by the
terminal (or User Equipment), and the E-UTRAN cell in
which the terminal communicates when it sends the Com-
bined Attach or Combined TAU, may be taken into account by
the Mobility Management Entity (MME) to identify the best-
suited LAC, and choose a corresponding MSC. In this con-
text, “best-suited” implies that there is a maximum likelihood
that, when the User Equipment falls back to a GERAN or
UTRAN cell in the Circuit Switched (CS) network, the target
cell of the fallback is a member of the currently assigned
Location Area, and hence hosted by the currently assigned
Mobile Switching Center (MSC). This likelihood, however,
depends on the degree of overlap between the EPS Tracking
Areas and the GSM/UMTS Location Areas, which in turn
depends on the willingness and ability of the Network Opera-
tor to achieve this overlap. For example:

Optimizing the network for this overlap by network plan-
ning deprives Operators of the highly desirable indepen-
dent optimization of both the EPS and the GSM and
UTRAN networks. It also constitutes a problem due to
the fact that a terminal may be assigned only one Loca-
tion Area (LA) in GSM/UMTS, but one or more Track-
ing Areas in EPS;

The level of overlap that can be achieved also depends on
the different radio frequencies being used in GSM,
UMTS and EPS, as the propagation characteristics of the
radio signals are very different between e.g. GSM900
and EPS2600;

If the configuration/topology of at least one of the two
network layers—EPS and/or the GSM/UMTS Circuit
Switched (CS) network—changes, the level of overlap
between them changes as well. This represents a con-
stant operational burden on the Operator. In case, e.g., a
new Evolved Packet System (EPS) network is still in the
roll-out/expansion process, it is very difficult and cum-
bersome to manage the overlap between the Location
Areas (L As) and the Tracking Areas (TAs).

In summary, the level of overlap is difficult to maintain and
will always be a compromise between various factors.
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In case that there is a mismatch of the Location Area (LA)
when the User Equipment performs a fallback, a LAU proce-
dure has to be performed prior to setting up the Circuit
Switched (CS) service, e.g. a voice call, adding significant
delay to the call setup time. In the worst case, even the Mobile
Switching Center (MSC) hosting the target cell of the fallback
is not the one that is currently assigned to the terminal—
additional delay in setting up the call incurs for both mobile
originated and mobile terminated calls. In the latter case, the
call attempt will even fail, and additional functionality in the
network (“roaming retry”) is needed to recover from that
failure by performing a second call attempt to the “correct”
Mobile Switching Center (MSC), adding even more delay to
the call setup time.
The effect of this problem (delay in call setup) doubles in
principle when both calling party and called party employ
CSFB.

Insufficient precision in relation to updating the LAI and
MSC assignment of the terminal:
As described above, LAl and MSC reassignment for a CSFB
terminal can only be performed when a TAU occurs. How-
ever, the TAU can only convey location information relative
to the E-UTRAN cell and its TAI, but not information relevant
to the LAI and hosting MSC of potential CSFB target cells in
GERAN/UTRAN. In addition, mobility-triggered TAU only
occurs when the terminal enters a cell outside of its TAI list,
whereas in GSM/UMTS, an update of the LAI would have to
occur when the terminal moves into a cell with a different,
single, LAl than the one that is currently assigned. It is there-
fore very likely that the LAI of the surrounding GERAN/
UTRAN cell changes while the terminal stays within a set of
E-UTRAN cells coherent to its TAI list. If this happens, a
mismatch of the LAI, and possibly the hosting MSC, occurs
upon CSFB execution.

Lack of knowledge of current GERAN/UTRAN radio
environment when performing a fallback:
When a fallback is needed, the terminal is sent to a GERAN
or UTRAN cell in the CS domain in order to execute the CS
service. As described above, a suitable target cell is selected
by the EPS network, where in this context the term “suitable”
implies that the target cell provides sufficient coverage for the
service delivery to the UE. If this is not the case, a handover
(to another GERAN/UTRAN cell) may be needed shortly
after the fallback, or in the worst case the call setup will fail if
the chosen target cell does not provide decent coverage for the
UE when the fallback has been performed.
To avoid this from happening, the 3GPP standards foresee
that, when a fallback is triggered, the terminal can be com-
manded by the network to perform GERAN/UTRAN neigh-
bor cell measurements in order to identify potential target
GERAN/UTRAN cells for the fallback. Once these measure-
ments are completed, the network picks the preferred target
cell based on the evaluation of the measurement results.
While this assures that the chosen target cell will provide
good coverage for the UE after fallback, it is also obvious that
these measurements increase the overall call setup time in
Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB).
In order to avoid the additional delay incurred by the above
measurements, it is also possible to perform a so-called “blind
handover”. In this case, the CSFB target cell in GERAN or
UTRAN is chosen based on the terminal’s current E-UTRAN
cell, i.e. the E-UTRAN cell from which the CSFB is trig-
gered. This relies on the assumption that for every serving
E-UTRAN cell in the EPS network, at least one suitable target
cell in GERAN or UTRAN is known. However, this is very
unreliable as the exact location of the UE within the E-UT-
RAN cell’s perimeter is not known, and also due to the dif-
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ferent propagation characteristics of the E-UTRAN cells (e.g.
2600 MHz) compared with GERAN cells (e.g. 900 MHz). In
conclusion, blind handover may only be suitable—in terms of
acceptable fallback failure rates—for collocated cells in simi-
lar frequency bands (e.g. a E-UTRAN cell in the digital
dividend band collocated with the GERAN cell in the 900
MHZ band, whereby the collocated GERAN cell is chosen as
the CSFB target cell for every fallback that is triggered in the
said E-UTRAN cell).

Lack of Location Area/serving Mobile Switching Center
(MSC) awareness of the target cell when the fallback occurs:
As described above, a target cell for the fallback is chosen by
the network from the list of suitable cells that is obtained via
configuration, or by the measurements performed by the ter-
minal as commanded by the network. However, the choice of
target cell does not take into account whether the target cell is
in the same location area as the one that is currently assigned
to the terminal, which increases the probability of a LAI
mismatch (and possibly a MSC mismatch) even if cells in the
same LA, or at least within another LA that is hosted by the
currently assigned MSC, are available for the target cell
choice.

SUMMARY

Inan embodiment, the present invention provides a method
for use of a Global System of Mobile Communication (GSM)
and Universal Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS)
(GSM/UMTS) mobile communication network by a user
equipment attached to a core network of an Evolved Packet
System (EPS) mobile communication network. The use of the
GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is the result of
a fallback operation. The method includes, prior to an invo-
cation of a service that triggers the fallback operation: per-
forming an updating operation regarding assignment of a
Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile Switch-
ing Center (MSC) to the user equipment, the updating opera-
tion being: a dedicated operation specific to the assignment or
reassignment of the LAC and/or the serving MSC; or a modi-
fied Tracking Area Update (TAU) operation; and/or perform-
ing, autonomously by the user equipment, a measurement
operation regarding a current General Packet Radio System
(GPRSYEDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN) or UMTS
Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN) (GERAN/UT-
RAN) radio environment in order to identify potential CSFB
target cells of the user equipment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be described in even greater
detail below based on the exemplary figures. The invention is
not limited to the exemplary embodiments. All features
described and/or illustrated herein can be used alone or com-
bined in different combinations in embodiments of the inven-
tion. The features and advantages of various embodiments of
the present invention will become apparent by reading the
following detailed description with reference to the attached
drawings which illustrate the following:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrate a User Equipment (or a
terminal) attached to an Evolved Packet System (EPS) and to
a GSM/UMTS radio access network.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrate a multitude of radio cells of
two different radio access networks.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Inan embodiment, the present invention provides a method
for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile communication network
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by a User Equipment attached to a core network of an Evolved
Packet System mobile communication network, wherein the
use of the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is the
result of a fallback operation, wherein the fallback operation
is enhanced such that an increased service level—and espe-
cially a reduction in delay times—can be achieved.
A method is provided for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network by a User Equipment attached to a
core network of an Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile
communication network, wherein the use of the GSM/UMTS
mobile communication network is the result of a fallback
operation, wherein prior to an invocation of a service that
triggers the fallback operation at least one of the following
steps occurs:
an updating operation regarding the assignment of a Loca-
tion Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile Switch-
ing Center (MSC) to the User Equipment is performed,
the updating operation being a dedicated operation spe-
cific to the assignment or reassignment of the Location
Area Code (LAC) and/or the serving Mobile Switching
(MSC) or a modified TAU operation, and/or

a measurement operation regarding a current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment in order to identify potential
CSFB target cells of the User Equipment is performed
autonomously by the User Equipment.
Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to
CSFB (CS Fallback), irrespective of a specific implementa-
tion or a specific standard according to which a given Public
Land Mobile Network (PLMN) is deployed. In the context of
the present invention, the term “EPS” is primarily used as an
example for a PS network (or PS domain of a network) from
which CSFB may occur, whereas the terms “GSM”,
“UMTS”, or “GSM/UMTS” are used as examples for CS
networks (or networks having a CS domain) to which CSFB
may occur. However, embodiments of the present invention
also relate to other PS networks or PS only networks from
which a CSFB operation can be performed and to other CS
networks or CS domains of networks to which a CSFB opera-
tion can be performed, such as, e.g., CDMA2000.
In an embodiment, the updating operation and/or the mea-
surement operation regarding the current GERAN/UTRAN
radio environment/potential CSFB target cells of the User
Equipment is executed in case that the User Equipment is
attached to the Evolved Packet System (EPS) and to the
GSM/UMTS mobile communication network, and the User
Equipment is served by an E-UTRAN cell.
It is thereby advantageously possible to provide a method
that ensures that an update of the assigned Location Area
(LA), and potentially Mobile Switching Center (MSC), can
be performed when the candidate target cells for a fallback of
the User Equipment have changed in a way that they belong to
a different Location Area, and potentially the new location
area is served by a different Mobile Switching Center (MSC),
than the ones currently assigned to the User Equipment.
In standard Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB)—according
e.g. to the Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) TS
23.272, e.g. in Version 9.5.0 of September 2010—, assign-
ment of Location Area (LA) and selection of Mobile Switch-
ing Center (MSC) can only be done when the User Equipment
registers for Circuit Switched (CS) services (using com-
bined attach or combined TAU as described above), or

performs a combined TAU according to the triggers
defined in 3GPP standards (such as TS 23.272 (e.g. in
Version 9.5.0 of September 2010), TS 23.401 (e.g. in
Version 9.6.0 of September 2010)), including e.g. a peri-
odic TAU.
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The Attach/TAU messages may then be used by the Mobil-
ity Management Entity (MME) to (re-)assign a .ocation Area
(LA) based on the terminal’s current Tracking Area (TA) and
E-UTRAN serving cell, and to select a Mobile Switching
Center (MSC) that serves the chosen Location Area (LA).
According to the state of the art per 3GPP TS 24.301, the
triggers for performing a TAU may only take into account the
current E-UTRAN radio environment and are independent of
(a change of) the GERAN/UTRAN radio environment and
hence a change of the potential CSFB target cells and their
LAC/MSC.
In an embodiment, using an updating operation regarding
the assignment of a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a
serving Mobile Switching Center (MSC) to the User Equip-
ment, it is advantageously possible to achieve a higher service
level for CSFB, inter alia by means of the following mea-
sures:
it is possible and preferred that the updating operation is
performed more often compared to a standard TAU
operation (according, e.g., to Version 9.5.0 of TS 23.272
and Version 9.6.0 of TS 23.401) when the terminal or
User Equipment is combined-attached, so that the net-
work is more frequently updated on the current serving
E-UTRAN cell of the User Equipment; including the
case that the updating operation is performed periodi-
cally but has a repetition period which is reduced com-
pared to a TAU operation using timer 3412;

it is possible and preferred that the updating operation is
performed every time that the serving E-UTRAN cell
changes;

it is possible and preferred that the updating operation is

performed after a maximum time has elapsed since the
last updating operation, or since the terminal last
changed from active mode (where its serving cell is
known in the network) to idle mode (where its location is
only known by the list of TAs assigned to it);

it is possible and preferred that the updating operation is

performed on request from the core network, as the
knowledge of the serving E-UTRAN cell, that is always
available to the Mobility Management Entity (MME)
when the User Equipment is in active state in the E-UT-
RAN, can also be used by the Mobility Management
Entity (MME) for updating the Location Area (LA) and
if necessary Mobile Switching Center (MSC) assign-
ment, e.g. by means of commanding the User Equipment
to perform an updating operation;

it is possible and preferred that the updating operation is

performed when the terminal detects that it has moved,
or moved for at least a certain distance from its location
at the previous updating operation; this can, e.g., be
detected

by means of a GPS sensor and/or

by means of an acceleration sensor and/or

by monitoring the overall radio environment for changing

conditions, such as different serving/neighbor cells, dif-
ferent signal strength of the serving and/or receivable
neighbor cells, or different positions relative to the serv-
ing and/or receivable neighbor cells (“timing advance™)
(observing the overall radio environment with the same radio
as used in Evolved Packet System (EPS) might be limited,
therefore this observation could be performed by means of a
second radio part (or radio interface) in the terminal that scans
the terminal’s radio environment, especially outside of the
current radio usage of the terminal’s first radio part (e.g. the
first radio part (or first radio interface) is active on E-UTRAN,
the second radio part (or second radio interface) observes
GERAN/UTRAN, or E-UTRAN cells/frequencies that are
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not currently monitored by the first radio part); the use of a
second radio interface for enhancing a fallback operation is
described in European Patent Application no. 10 016 164.5,
filed Dec. 29, 2010 incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety);
it is possible and preferred that the updating operation is
performed when the terminal has detected that (some of)
the candidate target cells for a CSFB (i.e. the receivable
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells) belong to a different
LA than the one that is currently assigned to it. In order
to know this, the terminal needs to obtain the LAC
broadcast by the said cells. In a single-radio terminal
(i.e. standard CSFB), the opportunities for the terminal
to obtain the LA of the GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells
is limited, especially when the terminal is active on
E-UTRAN. In contrast, a terminal employing dual radio
CSFB as per European Patent Application no. 10 016
164.5, filed Dec. 29, 2010, could observe the GERAN/
UTRAN neighbor cells at any time, even constantly if so
desired. Alternatively, the terminal could employ a sec-
ond radio (module) for observation of the GERAN/UT-
RAN neighbor cells even when the second radio (mod-
ule) is not designed, or used, as a (complete) second
radio interface for dual-radio Circuit Switched Fallback
(CSFB); in fact, only a second receiver would be needed
in the terminal for this purpose. Observation of GERAN/
UTRAN neighbor cells could be controlled (i.e. acti-
vated/deactivated) by the terminal getting aware of loca-
tion change, e.g. as described above for the triggering of
the update operation;
it is possible and preferred to exchange additional infor-
mation during the updating operation compared to the
TAU procedure as presently defined in the 3GPP stan-
dards (such as Version 9.5.0 of TS 23.272 and Version
9.6.0 of TS 23.401). Using the updating operation
according to embodiments of the present invention with-
out any additional information compared to a TAU pro-
cedure as presently defined in the 3GPP standards (such
as Version 9.5.0 of TS 23.272 and Version 9.6.0 of TS
23.401), only yields gain if the serving E-UTRAN cell
of'the User Equipment has changed compared to the one
that was last known in the network for this User Equip-
ment: In case of an updating operation (such as a stan-
dard TAU operation) performed where there is no
change of location information that is signaled to the
Mobility Management Entity (MME) compared to the
last-known location information (i.e. serving cell and its
Tracking Area (TA)), it is not possible for the Mobility
Management Entity (MME) to perform a better
LA/MSC assignment. The following information are
proposed to be used during the updating operation:
information on the current receivable GERAN/UTRAN
neighbor cells and/or their Location Area as described
above;
information on the current receivable E-UTRAN neighbor
cells and/or their Tracking Area
Information on the movement that the terminal has per-
formed since the last updating operation, such as
changes in the overall radio environment (where such
changes may have been observed by the single radio,
or in case of a dual-radio terminal, by the second
radio, as described above)
information gathered from an acceleration sensor
information gathered from a GPS sensor, such as abso-
lute position or position change since last update.
Each of these mentioned mechanisms can be performed
autonomously by the terminal, or if and when commanded by
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the network. The parameters, such as periodicity of the updat-
ing operation, minimum amount of location change, etc., can
either be determined autonomously by the terminal (e.g. pre-
configured or configured via a GUI (Graphical User Inter-
face)), or set by the network via signaling or via OTA mecha-
nisms (Over The Air mechanisms).

Additionally, knowledge of the serving E-UTRAN cell,
that is always available to the Mobility Management Entity
(MME) when the User Equipment is in active state in the
E-UTRAN, can also be used by the Mobility Management
Entity (MME) for updating the Location Area (LA) and if
necessary Mobile Switching Center (MSC) assignment. This
can be done by the network commanding the User Equipment
to perform a TAU operation, followed by a normal combined
updating procedure, in order to use the LA reassignment
mechanism as per 3GPP standard, which only works in the
context of a TAU operation. Alternatively, it is possible to add
a different mechanism (such as a modified TAU operation or
a dedicated operation, i.e. an exchange of messages between
the User Equipment and the network) for the execution of the
LA/MSC updating, including e.g. the use of the updating
procedure described above.

According to embodiments of the present invention, it is
possible and preferred that an observation of GERAN/UT-
RAN neighbor cells of a User Equipment for the purpose of
detecting whether (some of) the candidate target cells for a
CSFB (i.e. the receivable GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells)
belong to a different [LA than the one that is currently assigned
to it, is controlled (e.g. the observation is activated/deacti-
vated) by the terminal based on an information about a move-
ment or a location change of the User Equipment getting
aware of such a location change, this behavior being possible
to be realized both for a User Equipment having only one
radio interface or having two radio interfaces. Likewise, it is
possible and preferred to activate the said observation of
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells of a User Equipment based
on any of the triggers defined for the updating operation. It is
possible and preferred that only one updating operation is
performed in case that the LAC determination as described
above shows that a change in the LAC(s) has occurred, and
that an updating operation is executed.

According to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, it is advantageously possible that the TAU procedure as
defined in 3GPP standards is employed as the updating opera-
tion (i.e. standard TAU operations (according to the present
standard such as Version 9.5.0 of TS 23.272 and Version 9.6.0
of TS 23.401) are used in an unchanged manner but more
often, i.e. additional TAU operations are used) when no addi-
tional information (compared to the information exchanged
during the TAU operation) as described above is needed and/
or available.

According to another preferred embodiment of the present
invention, it is advantageously possible to implement the
updating operation such that the standard TAU operation
(according to the present standard such as Version 9.5.0 of TS
23.272 and Version 9.6.0 of TS 23.401) is modified (i.e. a
modified TAU operation is used) such that the additional
triggers and/or the additional information are applied. The
modification of the TAU operation (with regard to the present
standard such as Version 9.5.0 of TS 23.272 and Version 9.6.0
of TS 23.401) according to the present invention with only the
application of the additional triggers results in a modified
TAU operation that is mainly an additional TAU operation.

In any circumstances, where a standard TAU operation and
an additional or modified TAU operation is to be executed in
close timely proximity, it is possible and preferred to execute
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only (i.e. instead of the standard TAU operation) the addi-
tional TAU operation or the modified TAU operation.

According to yet another preferred embodiment of the
present invention, it is advantageously possible that a (new)
dedicated operation (exchange of messages between the User
Equipment and the network) is used for the purpose of the
updating operation.

According to yet another preferred embodiment of the
present invention, it is advantageously possible that a combi-
nation of TAU operation, modified TAU operation and dedi-
cated operation is used for the purpose of the updating opera-
tion.

According to embodiments of the present invention, it is
furthermore advantageously possible to provide a method
that ensures that a suitable target cell for a fallback operation
is already known when the fallback operation is imminent.

In standard Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB)—according
e.g. to the Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) TS
23.272, e.g. in Version 9.5.0 of September 2010—the net-
work may select a suitable GERAN/UTRAN target cell for
the fallback operation when the fallback is invoked by per-
forming measurements for the purpose of identifying the
possible target cells at that instance. Alternatively, if measure-
ments are not performed in order to avoid the incurred call
set-up delay (“blind handover”), the probability of fallback
failure increases.

According to embodiments of the present invention, using
a measurement operation regarding a current GERAN/UT-
RAN radio environment (receivable neighbor cells/potential
CSFB target cells) of the User Equipment it is advantageously
possible to achieve a higher service level for CSFB. Thereby,
it is advantageously possible to

avoid the risk of fallback failure caused by “blind han-

dover” but also to

avoid the extra call setup delay incurred in standard CSFB

by triggering GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cell measure-
ments for the purpose of identifying a suitable CSFB
target cell when the fallback is invoked. By means of the
measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment in
the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network, it is
possible to assure that the necessary current GERAN/
UTRAN neighbor cell knowledge, such as the identity
and signal strength and quality of potential CSFB target
cells, is already present when the fallback is invoked.
This can be achieved by the terminal obtaining such
information proactively prior to the fallback event,
employing one or more of the following methods:

the terminal measuring constantly its GERAN/UTRAN

radio environment (In a single-radio terminal, this could
be somewhat limited, especially when the User Equip-
ment is active in E-UTRAN);

the terminal measuring its GERAN/UTRAN radio envi-

ronment by means of a second radio interface (or second
receiver);

the terminal measuring its GERAN/UTRAN radio envi-

ronment occasionally, where the trigger for activating
the measurement being the same as the triggers for the
updating operation described above;

the terminal measuring its GERAN/UTRAN radio envi-

ronment when a (Circuit Switched (CS)) related appli-
cation of the User Equipment, e.g. the telephony appli-
cation, is activated via the GUI (Graphical User
Interface) in anticipation of a “mobile originated fall-
back”. According to the present invention, it is preferred
that the terminal does not signal the measurement activ-
ity to the network. Rather, the terminal will acquire
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updated GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cell information for
itself according to its use of the above methods, and in
addition a validation timer is preferably used to deter-
mine when the neighbor cell information is outdated
(“too o0ld”). This validation timer (especially defining a
predefined time interval or being dependent on the state
of movement of the User Equipment) can be combined
with other information to determine that the current
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cell information is outdated,
such as movement of the terminal, or change of overall
radio environment as described above.

It is advantageous according to the present invention that
by means of the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment,
when a fallback occurs and the network requests the terminal
to perform neighbor cell measurements, the terminal can then
instantaneously return its currently stored neighbor cell infor-
mation, i.e. according to its latest information acquisition as
described above; the terminal then returns its measurement
results to the network, and the Circuit Switched Fallback
(CSFB) procedure continues as normal (i.e. according to the
Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) standard).
Alternatively, it is also possible according to the present
invention that the User Equipment returns this information
only if it is not currently declared “outdated”, and otherwise
performs new measurements at the time when the fallback
occurs. As in the case of new measurements at the time of
fallback there is no service level advantage over the standard
CSFB as defined in 3GPP, it is preferred according to the
present invention to avoid situations where the terminal’s
information regarding the GERAN/UTRAN radio environ-
ment is outdated.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the present
invention, measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment
inthe GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is depen-
dent on at least one of the following:

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment has a
predetermined repetition period,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that a serving E-UTRAN cell changes,

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that the User Equipment detects a
movement of the User Equipment,

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that the User Equipment detects that at
least one of the candidate target GERAN/UTRAN cells
for a fallback operation belong to a different location
area than the one that is currently assigned to the User
Equipment.

According to a further embodiment of the present inven-
tion, it is preferred that the identity of the potential CSFB
target cells includes the LAI of the said cells. The LAl is then
taken into account by the network when the actual CSFB
target cell is selected in a way that preferably a cell within the
Location Area that is currently assigned to the User Equip-
ment is chosen, thereby eliminating the need fora LAU in the
target cell. Alternatively, if no such cell is identified within the
measurement results returned to the network, a cell whose
L AT is known to be served by the same MSC that is currently
assigned to the User Equipment is chosen, thereby eliminat-
ing the occurrence of a MSC mismatch.
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Each of the mechanisms mentioned can be performed
autonomously by the terminal, or if and when commanded by
the network. The parameters, such as periodicity of measure-
ments, minimum amount of location change, etc., can be
determined autonomously by the terminal (e.g. preconfigured
or configured via the GUI), or set by the network via signaling
or OTA mechanisms.

According to embodiments of the present invention, it is
furthermore preferred that the User Equipment comprises a
first radio interface and a second radio interface, the first radio
interface being able to be used for a communication of the
User Equipment in the Evolved Packet System (EPS) and the
second radio interface being able to be used for a communi-
cation of the User Equipment in the GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network or to at least measure the radio envi-
ronment of the User Equipment, wherein the monitoring
operation regarding the overall current radio environment of
the User Equipment, or the measurement operation regarding
the receivable GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells, or the obser-
vation to detect that (some of) the candidate target cells for a
CSFB (i.e. the receivable GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells)
belong to a different Location Area than the one that is cur-
rently assigned to the User Equipment, is performed using the
second radio interface.

Thereby, it is advantageously possible according to the
present invention, that the first radio interface assures the
communication with the Evolved Packet System (EPS) and
the second radio interface provides the monitoring/measure-
ment/observation operation(s) described above. This behav-
ior is possible to combine with the Circuit Switched Fallback
(CSFB) mechanism described in European Patent Applica-
tionno. 10016 164.5, filed Dec. 29, 2010 incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety. Alternatively, this functionality of
providing the monitoring/measurement/observation opera-
tion(s) described above can also be performed by adding a
second radio interface, or only a second receiver (i.e. no
complete radio interface) in the User Equipment (without any
relation to dual-radio Circuit Switched Fallback (CSFB)).

Embodiments of the present invention also relate to a User
Equipment for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile communica-
tion network by the User Equipment being attached to a core
network of an Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile commu-
nication network, wherein the use of the GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network is the result of a fallback operation,
wherein the User Equipment is provided such that

an updating operation regarding the assignment of a Loca-

tion Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile Switch-

ing Center (MSC) to the User Equipment is performed,

the updating operation being

a dedicated operation specific to the assignment or reas-
signment of the Location Area Code (LAC) and/or the
serving Mobile Switching (MSC) or

a modified TAU operation and/or

a measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment in order to identify potential

CSFB target cells of the User Equipment is performed,

autonomously by the User Equipment, prior to an invo-

cation of a service that triggers the fallback operation.

According to embodiments of the present invention, it is
preferred that the execution of the updating operation is
dependent on at least one of a plurality of triggers as described
above, such as a reduced repetition period compared to a TAU
operation using timer 3412, execution of the updating opera-
tion in case that a serving E-UTRAN cell changes, execution
after a maximum time period after the last change from active
mode to idle mode, etc.
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Furthermore, it is preferred according to embodiments of
the present invention that the updating operation includes the
exchange of at least information as described above.

According to embodiments of the present invention, it is
furthermore preferred that the measurement operation
regarding the current radio environment of the User Equip-
ment in the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is
dependent on at least one of the following:

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment has a
predetermined repetition period,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that a serving E-UTRAN cell changes,

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that the User Equipment detects a
movement of the User Equipment,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that the User Equipment detects that at
least one of the candidate target GERAN/UTRAN cells
for a fallback operation belong to a different location
area than the one that is currently assigned to the UE,

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment is
executed in case that an application of the User Equip-
ment is activated typically requiring GSM/UMTS con-
nectivity, especially a telephony application.

Furthermore, it is preferred that

the User Equipment comprises

a GNSS (Global Navigational Satellite System) module

and/or

an acceleration sensor
for detecting a movement or a change of the position of the
User Equipment and/or that the User Equipment comprises a
first radio interface and a second radio interface, the first radio
interface being able to be used for a communication of the
User Equipment in the Evolved Packet System (EPS) and the
second radio interface being able to be used for a communi-
cation of the User Equipment in the GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network (or to at least measure the radio
environment of the User Equipment, wherein the monitoring
operation regarding the overall current radio environment of
the User Equipment, or the measurement operation regarding
the receivable GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells, or the obser-
vation to detect that (some of) the candidate target cells for a
CSFB (i.e. the receivable GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells)
belong to a different Location Area than the one that is cur-
rently assigned to the User Equipment, is performed using the
second radio interface.

Embodiments of the present invention also relate to core
network of an Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile commu-
nication network for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile com-
munication network by a User Equipment being attached to
the core network, wherein the use of the GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network is the result of a fallback operation,
wherein the User Equipment is provided such that the updat-
ing operation is a dedicated operation specific to the assign-
ment or reassignment of the Location Area Code (LAC) and/
or the serving Mobile Switching (MSC) or a modified TAU
operation and/or a measurement operation regarding a cur-
rent GERAN/UTRAN radio environment in order to identify
potential CSFB target cells of the User Equipment (20) is
performed autonomously by the User Equipment.

Furthermore, embodiments of the present invention relate
to a program comprising a computer readable program code
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for controlling a User Equipment attached to a core network
of an Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication
network for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile communication
network by a User Equipment being attached to the core
network, wherein the use of the GSM/UMTS mobile com-
munication network is the result of a fallback operation,
wherein the User Equipment is provided such that an updat-
ing operation is a dedicated operation specific to the assign-
ment or reassignment of the Location Area Code (LAC) and/
or the serving Mobile Switching (MSC) or a modified TAU
operation and/or a measurement operation regarding a cur-
rent GERAN/UTRAN radio environment in order to identify
potential CSFB target cells of the User Equipment (20) is
performed autonomously by the User Equipment.

Embodiments of the present invention also relates to com-
puter program product comprising an inventive program.

These and other characteristics, features and advantages of
the present invention will become apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description, taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, which illustrate, by way of example, the
principles of the invention. The description is given for the
sake of example only, without limiting the scope of the inven-
tion. The reference figures quoted below refer to the attached
drawings.

The present invention will be described with respect to
particular embodiments and with reference to certain draw-
ings but the invention is not limited thereto but only by the
claims. The drawings described are only schematic and are
non-limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the ele-
ments may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for illus-
trative purposes.

In FIG. 1, a User Equipment 20 (or a terminal 20) attached
to a core network 10 is schematically shown, the core network
10 being a core network 10 of an Evolved Packet System
(EPS) and of the CS domain of a GSM/UMTS mobile com-
munication network. According to one embodiment, the User
Equipment 20 comprises a first radio interface 21 and a sec-
ond radio interface 22. Thereby, it is possible according to the
present invention that difterent radio parts or radio modules
are used to support simultaneous access:

via a GERAN/UTRAN radio access towards the Circuit

Switched (CS) part of the core network 10 that may be
connected, e.g., to a PSTN (Public Switched Telephone
Network) 31 (e.g. for making calls to the PSTN), and
via a E-UTRAN radio access to the Packet Switched (PS)
part of the core network 10 that may be connected, e.g.
to the internet 32 (e.g. for accessing a web page).
Alternatively, the first radio interface 21 is used to support
access both via the GERAN/UTRAN radio access towards
the Circuit Switched (CS) part of the core network 10 and via
the E-UTRAN radio access to the Packet Switched (PS) part
of the core network 10 (especially using a Circuit Switched
Fallback (CSFB) operation, the second radio interface 22
being used to monitor, observe or measure the (overall) radio
environment and the LACs of the receivable GERAN/UT-
RAN neighbor cells of the User Equipment 20.
According to an alternative embodiment (not represented in
FIG. 1) of the present invention, the User Equipment 20
comprises only the first radio interface 21 and no second radio
interface.
According to still another alternative embodiment of the
present invention, the second radio interface 22 is only a
receiver element for monitoring/observing/measuring the
(overall) radio environment and the LACs of the receivable
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells of the User Equipment 20.

The Packet Switched (PS) part of the core network 10

comprises the Mobility Management Entity (MME) related
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to the User Equipment 20 as well as the SGW/PGW (SGW:
Serving GateWay; PGW: Packet data GateWay) entity. The
Circuit Switched (CS) part of the core network 10 comprises
the Mobile Switching Center (MSC).

In FIG. 2, a multitude of radio cells of two different radio
access networks are schematically shown. The different size
of the radio cells has the consequence that a Tracking Area
(TA)—Location Area (LA) mismatch occurs. For example,
the small network cells are Evolved Packet System (EPS)
cells, a plurality thereof having a unique Tracking Area Code
(TAC), and the bigger network cells are GSM/UMTS cells (or
GERAN/UTRAN cells), a plurality thereof having a unique
Location Area Code (LAC). As can be seen, it is not possible
in this example to map a unique Location Area (LLA) based on
the knowledge of the Tracking Area of the User Equipment.

Some exemplary embodiments are described in further
detail below:

First Embodiment

Method for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile communica-
tion network by a User Equipment (20) attached to a core
network (10) of an Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile
communication network, wherein the use ofthe GSM/UMTS
mobile communication network is the result of a fallback
operation, wherein prior to an invocation of a service that
triggers the fallback operation at least one of the following
steps occurs:

an updating operation regarding the assignment of a Loca-

tion Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile Switch-
ing Center (MSC) to the User Equipment (20) is per-
formed, the updating operation being an additional TAU
(Tracking Area Update) operation or a modified TAU
operation or a dedicated operation and/or

a measurement operation regarding a current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is performed.

Second Embodiment

Method according to the first embodiment, wherein the
updating operation and/or the measurement operation regard-
ing the current GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the
User Equipment (20) is executed in case that the User Equip-
ment (20) is attached to the Evolved Packet System (EPS) and
to the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network.

Third Embodiment

Method according to one of the preceding embodiments,
wherein the execution of the updating operation is dependent
on at least one of the following:

the updating operation has a repetition period which is

reduced compared to a TAU operation using timer 3412,
the updating operation is executed in case that a serving
E-UTRAN cell changes,
the updating operation is executed after a maximum time
period after the last updating operation or after the last
change of the User Equipment (20) from active mode to
idle mode,
the updating operation is executed on request from the core
network (10),

the updating operation is executed in case that the User
Equipment (20) detects a movement of the User Equip-
ment (20),

the updating operation is executed in case that the User
Equipment (20) detects that at least one of the candidate
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target GERAN/UTRAN cells for a fallback operation
belong to a different location area than the one that is
currently assigned to the User Equipment (20).

Fourth Embodiment

Method according to one of the preceding embodiments,
wherein the updating operation includes the exchange of at
least an information dependent on at least one of the follow-
ing:
amovement information regarding a movement of the User
Equipment (20) since the previous updating operation,

a radio environment information regarding current receiv-
able GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells and/or their Loca-
tion Area,

a radio environment information regarding current receiv-

able E-UTRAN neighbor cells and/or their Tracking
Area.

Fifth Embodiment

Method according to one of the preceding embodiments,
wherein the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment
(20) in the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is
dependent on at least one of the following:

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
has a predetermined repetition period,

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/

UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that a serving E-UTRAN cell
changes,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed after a maximum time period after the last
change of the User Equipment (20) from active mode to
idle mode,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that the User Equipment (20) detects
a movement of the User Equipment (20),

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that the User Equipment (20) detects
that at least one of the candidate target GERAN/UT-
RAN cells for a fallback operation belong to a different
location area than the one that is currently assigned to the
User Equipment (20),

the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that an application of the User Equip-
ment (20) is activated typically requiring GSM/UMTS
connectivity, especially a telephony application.

Sixth Embodiment

Method according to one of the preceding embodiments,
wherein the User Equipment (20) comprises a first radio
interface (21) and a second radio interface (22), the first radio
interface (21) being able to be used for a communication of
the User Equipment (20) in the Evolved Packet System (EPS)
and the second radio interface (22) being able to be used for
at least one out of:

a monitoring operation regarding an overall current radio

environment of the User Equipment (20), or
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the measurement operation regarding the receivable
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells, or
the observation to detect that (some of) the candidate target
cells for a CSFB belong to a different Location Area than
the one that is currently assigned to the User Equipment
(20).

Seventh Embodiment

User Equipment (20) for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network by the User Equipment (20) being
attached to a core network (10) of an Evolved Packet System
(EPS) mobile communication network, wherein the use of the
GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is the result of
a fallback operation, wherein the User Equipment (20) is
provided such that an updating operation regarding the
assignment of a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving
Mobile Switching Center (MSC) to the User Equipment (20),
the updating operation being an additional TAU (Tracking
Area Update) operation or a modified TAU operation or a
dedicated operation and/or a measurement operation regard-
ing the current GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the
User Equipment (20) is performed prior to an invocation of a
service that triggers the fallback operation.

Eighth Embodiment

User Equipment (20) according to the seventh embodi-
ment, wherein the execution of the updating operation is
dependent on at least one of the following:

the updating operation has a repetition period which is

reduced compared to a TAU operation using timer 3412,
the updating operation is executed in case that a serving
E-UTRAN cell changes,
the updating operation is executed after a maximum time
period after the last updating operation or after the last
change from active mode to idle mode,
the updating operation is executed on request from the core
network (10),

the updating operation is executed in case that the User
Equipment (20) detects a movement of the User Equip-
ment (20),

the updating operation is executed in case that the User
Equipment (20) detects that at least one of the candidate
target GERAN/UTRAN cells for a fallback operation
belong to a different location area than the one that is
currently assigned to the User Equipment (20).

Ninth Embodiment

User Equipment (20) according to the seventh or eighth
embodiment, wherein the updating operation includes the
exchange of at least an information dependent on at least one
of the following:
amovement information regarding a movement of the User
Equipment (20) since the previous updating operation,

a radio environment information regarding current receiv-
able GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells and/or their Loca-
tion Area,

a radio environment information regarding current receiv-

able E-UTRAN neighbor cells and/or their Tracking
Area.

Tenth Embodiment

User Equipment (20) according to one of the seventh to the
nineth embodiments, wherein the measurement operation
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regarding the current GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of
the User Equipment (20) in the GSM/UMTS mobile commu-
nication network is dependent on at least one of the following:
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
has a predetermined repetition period,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that a serving E-UTRAN cell
changes,
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed after a maximum time period after the last
change of the User Equipment (20) from active mode to
idle mode,
the updating operation is executed on request from the core
network (10),
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that the User Equipment (20) detects
a movement of the User Equipment (20),
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that the User Equipment (20) detects
that at least one of the candidate target GERAN/UT-
RAN cells for a fallback operation belong to a different
location area than the one that is currently assigned to the
User Equipment (20),
the measurement operation regarding the current GERAN/
UTRAN radio environment of the User Equipment (20)
is executed in case that an application of the User Equip-
ment (20) is activated typically requiring GSM/UMTS
connectivity, especially a telephony application.

Eleventh Embodiment

User Equipment (20) according to one of the seventh to the
tenth embodiments, wherein the User Equipment (20) com-
prises

a GNSS (Global Navigational Satellite System) module

and/or

an acceleration sensor
for detecting a movement or a change of the position of the
User Equipment (20).

Twelfth Embodiment

User Equipment (20) according to one of the seventh to the
eleventh embodiments, wherein the User Equipment (20)
comprises a first radio interface (21) and a second radio
interface (22), the first radio interface (21) being able to be
used for a communication of the User Equipment (20) in the
Evolved Packet System (EPS) and the second radio interface
(22) being able to be used for at least one out of:

a monitoring operation regarding an overall current radio

environment of the User Equipment (20), or
the measurement operation regarding the receivable
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells, or

the observation to detect that (some of) the candidate target
cells fora CSFB belong to a different Location Area than
the one that is currently assigned to the User Equipment
(20).

Thirteenth Embodiment

Core Network (10) of an Evolved Packet System (EPS)
mobile communication network for the use of a GSM/UMTS
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mobile communication network by a User Equipment (20)
being attached to the core network (10), wherein the use of the
GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is the result of
a fallback operation, wherein the User Equipment (20) is
provided such that an updating operation regarding the
assignment of a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving
Mobile Switching Center (MSC) to the User Equipment (20),
the updating operation being an additional TAU (Tracking
Area Update) operation or a modified TAU operation or a
dedicated operation and/or a measurement operation regard-
ing the current GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the
User Equipment (20) is performed prior to an invocation of a
service that triggers the fallback operation.

Fourteenth Embodiment

Program comprising a computer readable program code
for controlling a User Equipment (20) attached to a core
network (10) of an Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile
communication network for the use of a GSM/UMTS mobile
communication network by a User Equipment (20) being
attached to the core network (10), wherein the use of the
GSM/UMTS mobile communication network is the result of
a fallback operation, wherein the User Equipment (20) is
provided such that an updating operation regarding the
assignment of a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving
Mobile Switching Center (MSC) to the User Equipment (20),
the updating operation being an additional TAU (Tracking
Area Update) operation or a modified TAU operation or a
dedicated operation and/or a measurement operation regard-
ing the current GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the
User Equipment (20) is performed prior to an invocation of a
service that triggers the fallback operation.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such illus-
tration and description are to be considered illustrative or
exemplary and not restrictive. It will be understood that
changes and modifications may be made by those of ordinary
skill within the scope of the following claims. In particular,
the present invention covers further embodiments with any
combination of features from different embodiments
described above and below.

The terms used in the claims should be construed to have
the broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with the
foregoing description. For example, the use of the article “a”
or “the” inintroducing an element should not be interpreted as
being exclusive of a plurality of elements. Likewise, the reci-
tation of “or” should be interpreted as being inclusive, such
that the recitation of “A or B” is not exclusive of “A and B
Further, the recitation of “at least one of A, B and C” should
be interpreted as one or more of a group of elements consist-
ing of A, B and C, and should not be interpreted as requiring
at least one of each of the listed elements A, B and C, regard-
less of whether A, B and C are related as categories or other-
wise.

Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and the like in
the description and in the claims are used for distinguishing
between similar elements and not necessarily for describing a
sequential or chronological order. It is to be understood that
the terms so used are interchangeable under appropriate cir-
cumstances and that the embodiments of the invention
described herein are capable of operation in other sequences
than described or illustrated herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for use of a Global System of Mobile Com-
munication (GSM) and Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tion System (UMTS) (GSM/UMTS) mobile communication
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network by a user equipment attached to a core network of an
Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication net-
work, the method comprising:

invoking a service that triggers a fallback operation;

using the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network in

response to the fallback operation being triggered;
wherein the method further comprises, prior to invoking

the service that triggers the fallback operation:
performing an updating operation regarding assignment of

a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile

Switching Center (MSC) to the user equipment, the

updating operation being:

a dedicated operation specific to the assignment or reas-

signment of the LAC and/or the serving MSC; or

a modified Tracking Area Update (TAU) operation;
wherein execution of the updating operation is dependent

on at least one of the following:

the updating operation has a repetition period which is

reduced compared to a TAU operation using timer 3412,
the updating operation is executed in case that a serving
Evolved-UTRAN (E-UTRAN) cell changes,
the updating operation is executed after a maximum time
period after the last updating operation or after a last
change of the user equipment from active mode to idle
mode,

the updating operation is executed on request from the core

network,
the updating operation is executed in case that the user
equipment detects a movement of the user equipment, or

the updating operation is executed in case that the user
equipment detects that at least one of the candidate target
GERAN/UTRAN cells for a fallback operation belongs
to a different location area than the one that is currently
assigned to the user equipment.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the updating
operation is executed in case that the user equipment is
attached to the EPS and to the GSM/UMTS mobile commu-
nication network.

3. A method for use of a Global System of Mobile Com-
munication (GSM) and Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tion System (UMTS) (GSM/UMTS) mobile communication
network by a user equipment attached to a core network of an
Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication net-
work:

invoking a service that triggers a fallback operation;

using the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network in

response to the fallback operation being triggered;
wherein the method further comprises, prior to invoking

the service that triggers the fallback operation:
performing an updating operation regarding assignment of

a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile

Switching Center (MSC) to the user equipment, the

updating operation being:

a dedicated operation specific to the assignment or reas-

signment of the LAC and/or the serving MSC; or

a modified Trackin Area Update (TAU) operation;
wherein the updating operation includes exchange of infor-

mation dependent on at least one of the following:
movement information regarding a movement of the user

equipment since a previous updating operation,

radio environment information regarding current receiv-

able GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells and/or their Loca-
tion Area, or

radio environment information regarding current receiv-

able Evolved-UTRAN (E-UTRAN) neighbor cells and/
or their Tracking Area.
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4. A method for use of a Global System of Mobile Com-
munication (GSM) and Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tion System (UMTS) (GSM/UMTS) mobile communication
network by a user equipment attached to a core network of an
Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication net-
work, the method comprising:

invoking a service that triggers a fallback operation;

using the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network in

response to the fallback operation being triggered;
wherein the method further comprises, prior to invoking
the service that triggers the fallback operation:
performing, autonomously by the user equipment, a mea-
surement operation regarding a current General Packet
Radio System (GPRS)YEDGE Radio Access Network
(GERAN) or UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network
(UTRAN) (GERAN/UTRAN) radio environment in
order to identify potential Circuit Switched Fallback
(CSFB) target cells of the user equipment;
wherein the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user equip-
ment in the GSM/UMTS mobile communication net-
work is dependent on at least one of the following:
the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user
equipment has a predetermined repetition period,
the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user
equipment is executed in case that a serving E-UT-
RAN cell changes,
the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user
equipment is executed after a maximum time period
after the last change of the user equipment from active
mode to idle mode,
the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user
equipment is executed in case that the user equipment
detects a movement of the user equipment,
the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user
equipment is executed in case that the user equipment
detects that at least one of the candidate target
GERAN/UTRAN cells for a fallback operation
belong to a different location area than the one that is
currently assigned to the user equipment, or
the measurement operation regarding the current
GERAN/UTRAN radio environment of the user
equipment is executed in case that an application of
the user equipment is activated typically requiring
GSM/UMTS connectivity, especially a telephony
application.

5. A method for use of a Global System of Mobile Com-
munication (GSM) and Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tion System (UMTS) (GSM/UMTS) mobile communication
network by a user equipment attached to a core network of an
Evolved Packet System (EPS) mobile communication net-
work, the method comprising:

invoking a service that triggers a fallback operation;

using the GSM/UMTS mobile communication network in

response to the fallback operation being triggered;
wherein the method further comprises, prior to invoking
the service that triggers the fallback operation:
performing an updating operation regarding assignment of
a Location Area Code (LAC) and/or a serving Mobile
Switching Center (MSC) to the user equipment, the
updating operation being:
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a dedicated operation specific to the assignment or reas-
signment of the LAC and/or the serving MSC; or

a modified Tracking Area Update (TAU) operation; and/
or

performing, autonomously by the user equipment, a mea-

surement operation regarding a current General Packet

Radio System (GPRS)EDGE Radio Access Network

(GERAN) or UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network

(UTRAN) (GERAN/UTRAN) radio environment in

order to identify potential Circuit Switched Fallback

(CSFB) target cells of the user equipment;

wherein the user equipment comprises a first radio inter-

face and a second radio interface, the first radio interface

being able to be used for a communication of the user

equipment in the Evolved Packet System (EPS) and the

second radio interface being able to be used for at least

one out of:

a monitoring operation regarding an overall current
radio environment of the user equipment,

the measurement operation regarding the receivable
GERAN/UTRAN neighbor cells, or

the observation to detect that one or more of the candi-
date target cells for a CSFB belong to a different
Location Area than the one that is currently assigned
to the user equipment.
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